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"TREACHERY” TO PLO 

REF: CAIRO 1684 

SUMMARY. GLANCE AT CAIRO MORNING PAPERS FEBRUARY 10 SHOWS 
GOE IS WINDING ISELF UP FOR CAMPAIGN TO DISCREDIT SYRIA, 

SA'IQA AND JORDAN. ISSUE CHOSEN, RECONVENING OF JORDANIAN 
PARTLIAMENT, IS FIRST ISSUE TO ARISE SINCE SINAI U, WHICH ALLOWS 
EGYPTIANS TO TAKE PLO PART AGAINST SARG, AND CAIRO JOURNALISTS 
ARE SHARPENING THEIR PENS, BUOYED BY FATAHS 
DETERMINATION TO REJECT HUSAIN ACTION TOTALLY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . EGYPTIAN MEDIA BROKE SILENCE ON RECONVENING OF JORDANIAN 
PARLIAMENT FEBRUARY 9, SHOTGUNNING ACCUSATIONS THAT SYRIA, 

SA'IQA, AND JORDAN HAD UNDERCUT PLO POSITION, SANCTIFIED 

AT RABAT, AS SOLE PRESESENTATIVE OF PALESTINTIANS (REFTEL). 

MEDIA FEBRUARY 10 REFINE CHARGES SOMEWHAT, REVEALING GOE INTENTION 

GEAR UP FOR NEW MEDIA CAMPAIGN, TO BE BASED ON FIRST ISSUE WITH 

REAL PROPAGANDA POSSIBILITIES TO ARISE SINCE SINAI II. GOE INTENT 

IS, PRINCIPALLY, TO DISCREDIT SYRIA AND SECONDARILY TO 

DRIVE WEDGE INTO PLO BY DISCREDITING SYRIA'S PALESTINIAN CLIENTS 

AND BY LENDING EGYPT'S PRESTIGE TO "CORRECT” POSITION OF FATAH AND ITS 

MAIN-LINE PLO ALLIES. 

2. TONE OF PRESS TREATMENT IS SUMMARIZED IN AHRAM HEADLINES: 

"JORDAN AFFIRMS INVITIATION TO PARLIAMENT HAD PLO APPROVAL... 

PLO DENIESTHIS; WEST BANK DEPUTIES DECLARE ON RETURN FROM 
AMMAN THAT SYRIA APPROVED KING'S PLANS IN RETURN FOR HIS 
OPPOSITION TO SINAI AGREEMENT." RAPPORTAGE IS CENTERED ON 
PREVIOUS DAY EVENTS IN CAIRO AND IS OPENLY SLANTED AGAINST 
SARG AND PLO. 

A. GOJ EXPLANATION. JORDANIAN AMBASSADOR WHO RETURNED 
FEBRUARY 9 TO AMMAN ON CONSULTATION, DELIVERED NOTE TO ARAB 
LEGAUE CLAIMING PLO ONE MONTH AGO APPROVED GOJ DECISION INVITE 
PARLIAMENT CONVENE. NOTE REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED GOJ INTENTION WAS 
TO AVOID HARMING PALESTINIAN CAUSE AND TO SAFEGUARD WEST BANK'S 
ARABISM. 
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B. PLO COUNTERS. TO COUNTER GOJ NOTE, PLO SUBMITTED 

ITS OWN NOTE TO ARAB LEAGUE REPORTEDLY DENYING JORDANIAN ALLE- 
GATION PLO HAD ADVANCE KNOWLEDGE OF HUSAIN S 
DECISION. FURTHER, NOTE DENIED ANY CONSULTATIONS WERE 
CONDUCTED WITH PLO ON ISSUE. HUSAIN S DECISION PROVES HIS 
FAILURE COMMIT HIMSELF TO RABAT RESOLUTION AND HIS INTENTIONS 
STRENGTHEN HKJ PRESENCE ON WAST BANK ON EVE HIS VISIT 
TO WASHINGTON. HUSAIN SPENDS "LARGE SUMS OF MONEY" ON WEST 
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BANK TO ENCOURAGE COOPERATION WITH OCCUPATION AUTHORITIES. 

PLO CAIRO OFFICE HEAD SURANI, WHO SUBMITTED NOTE TOGETHER WITH 
FATAH HEAD IN AIRO RIBBI AWAD, IS QUOTED AS PRAISING EGYPTIAN 
STAND IN CONSOLIDATING PLO'S LEGITIMATE POSITION AS SOLE 
PALESTINIAN REP. JORDANIAN MOVE REPRESENTS "ABORTING" 

OF PALESTINIANS" INTERNATIONAL VICTORIES. 

C. ARAFAT MESSAGE TO ARAB LEAGUE. DURING FEBRUARY 9 
PEOPLES ASSEMBLY SESSION, SADAT'S BROTHER-IN-LAW ABU 
WAFIYA, ANNOUNCED ARAFAT HAD SENT MESSAGE TO ARAB LEAGUE SYG 
RIAD SAYING JORDANIANS HAVE ABANDONED PLO AND REQUESTING EGYPT 
AND OTHER ARAB COUNTRIES TO "COUNTER ACT" THIS PLOT, WHICH WAS 
HATCHED IN COOPERATION WITH SYRAIN BA'ATH. 

3. EDITORIALS HAMMER AWAY AT SAME ISSUE. AKHBAR IS MOST 
SPECIFIC, ALLEGING PLO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ITS OWN SETBACK 
SINCE IT VOLUNTARILY PLACED ITSELF BETWEEN JORDANIAN AND 
SYRIAN PINCHERS; WHEN PINCHERS CLOSED, PLO CRIED FOR EGYPT'S 
HELP. HUSAIN HAD COORECTLY EXPECTED PLO INTERNAL DIFFERENCES 
AND SYRIAN MANEUVERING WOULD ENSURE SPLIT IN PLO SO THAT HE COULD 
ACT AGAINST RABAT DECISION. 

4. GOE, WHICH AT LAST HAS DRAMATIC PROPAGANDA ISSUE 

AT HAND WITH WHICH TO CASTIGATE SYRIANS, SA' 8-1, AND HUSAIN, 

IS WEIGHING IN WITH MORE THAN PRESS CAMPAIGN. PEOPLES 
ASSEMBLY'S FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND ARAB COMMITTEES WILL MEET 
IN SPECIAL SESSION FEBRUARY 12 TO DISCUSS "CRISIS" BETWEEN 
JORDAN AND PLO AND PLO COMPLAINT TO ARAB LEAGUE ABOUT 
JORDAN. FONMIN FAHMY WILL "EXPLAIN" TO COMMITTEE JORDAN'S 
STAND TOWARD THE RESISTANCE. 

5. CAIROMEDIA ALSO FEATURE FAHMY'S INTERVIEW WITH 
YUGOSLAV TELEVISION (SEPTEL), IN WHICH HE COMES DOWN 
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STRNGLY ON SIDE OF PLO PRESENCE IN GENEVA "FROM THE 
VERY BEGINNING" AND EMPHASIZES THAT RABAT DECISION 
IS COMPELLING FACTOR RE WHO REPRESENTS PALESTINIANS. ONLY 
ARABS (I.E. , ARAB SUMMIT) CAN PRONOUNCE, FAHMY SAID POINTEDLY, 

ON WHO REPRESENTS PALESTINAIANS. 

6. COMMENT: WE CAN EXPECT MORE OF THIS KIND OF 
HEAVY-HANDED ATTACK ON SYRIA, JORDAN, AND SA'IQA COUPLED WITH 
TRANSPARENT BIDDING FOR SUPPORT OF ARAFAT AND MODERATE PLO. 

EILTS 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PALESTINIANS, PUBLICITY CAMPAIGNS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 FEB 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976CAIRO01773 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760051-0294 
From: CAIRO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760265/aaaacfad.tel 

Line Count: 164 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 

Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: 76 CAIRO 1684 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 06 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <06 MAY 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <03 JUN 2004 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: JORDANIAN PARLIAMENT: GOE BORES IN ON SYRIAN-JORDANIAN "TREACHERY" TO PLO 
TAGS: PFOR, EG, SY, XF, JO, PLO 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



